There once was an old fello\M

"'

Ccruinlyonco[thcmorchistoricallyknowle,l.lgeablcandexperiencedolddmers

him in his home in 1978'
of Forcsthill was the fr"'ion" O.lrfotio, br. I interv'iewed
in our rocal historical
I kncw Jorrn and r,i, *ii., Mirdred, trom my membership
on local history titled:
book
a
socicty; in fact, hc and uit,tr.,t had recently co'autrored
'"Therc Once Was an Old Fellow'"
went back to the
John was born in Auburn in lgll' His earliest memory
streetcat with his
a
in
riding
was
Hi
Francisco.
panama-pacific Expositio"l, S*
seats wcre taken, he had to stand'
;ffi;. Bccausc all thc
fcelings on a big lvonlan strap-hanging in
t.
ungr,l*
This mads t i*
She was
"."r4'nis
the back, and she tirned around to investigatc'
-t
front of him. Hc pu.n.ii.,.iin
was,
her
attacker
how
small
saw
she
when
,j-,. n* Uir.X piron t r uO .r., seen, and
itrc taugtrcd out loutl.
.r .. L--r,^r

Johncnjoyctlthctair,cspcially.rhePlacerCountyexhibithandledbyaMr.Reva
*oo.i oi u iucteriine dredge inside a tankful of water.miles west of
sevcral
John was raiscd ii , flr,"i.t calleO Spring Cardcn,-I believe it is roday. He
and
Forcsthiil. In tg7g, hi;';rd no,n, ** srill s-tandlng
intcrsection where you turn

wirtr-tr-is woitcii g

attendcd the old

sprini crio.n

off the Forcsthill Road to go

o

s.t*l

tlrat stood on the
Yankec Jtm's'

Nomorethanl0or12studentswereenrolledintheone.roomschool,someof
yankee Jim's. 'They walked bo0t ways, and never
them walking thc fivc *ircr iro*
missed a mui puddlc," John said, smiling'
high
.,t srarted school
rccalicd. "I graduared in 1923, then attended
in
school
closed when the new
school in Auburn. Th; i;;i;g 6oroen Sctrooiwas
propcrly.''
and used it as rental
Forcsthilt was buitr. u1, i,iri,iiu"ugni*,. old school
across from the school' The old
locatcd
was
John rerncmbcrcd hat a roacihouse
*or public-spiriterl_enough rc make swim suits
fellow who ownccl ir,
thc local mud rescrvoir in which
lrom gunnysacks tbr in" riiroot childrenio wcar'in
clothes'
Hc also l"i trtt'n uic his chickcn housc for changing
in 1928' John workcd in thc Gray
Upon gruduating from Placcr High Sctrool
totnpt"ttor' "I was paid $4 a day;
an
"I
Eaglc Minc ncar Spring Cartlcn.running
$2.50," John musingly said'
*ripoiO
and
somcrinrcs I workcct'oif/ f.,ofL days
of
north
mile
a
Grov irgr. was locatcd about
workcd usuulty ,i" ,tnir'i
in."
feet
5,000
about
,McKcon. Ir had a z,oii6-Loo[unncl, bul we wcr"c rnining
Hotcl in
i*;-an<t-a-natf years In the old Frecman

; j;i;,";;

i.oy's*i,

;;y til;:

'i'

il;. i;
Aftcr this jou, trc" *;;l;J

Auburn as a dcsk clcrk.

..Forcsrhill,]Itwasprettyquietinthosedays,',Johnsaid...In.lgl8ttreWorldWar

shur down quirc a

years in
fr* #".Jo,i,l ,t.y n.u.t did re-open. I worked four or five

See

FELLOW,

Pg'

18

FELLOW,

Continued from Pg.

thc iamily rninc in Bath Cunyon.

15

I ulso worked quitc

awhile off and on in thc

Pcckham Hill Minc, I[ was a stock-sclling company with a decp shaft that originally
was sunk in tho lti70s, Duc to cavc-ins, thc ncw owncrs nevcr did rcach the bottom
whcrc it wus fclt thc gold was."
John's lalhcr owncd ancl opcratcd thc Rctl InL Minc most of his adult lifc. "l can
rcmcmbcr only two ycars of his lilc whcn hc workcd [or somcono elsc," John said.
Our convcrsation driftcd to tha various minc tunncls that supposcdly pcnetrate
bencath thc Forcstlrill strccts. According to John, thcy'rc thcrc all right, somc boring
in as far as Matn Strcct, othcrs dug through to th9 hcad of Dcvil's Canyon just north
of town. Thcsc mincs wcrc thc Tigcr, thc Hcnning Pit, the Jenny Lind and Jcrscy
Lily, thc Inclcpcndcncc, Rough and Rcady (S.H. Canison's Mine), rhe Dcidcshe imer
and 0rc India Rubbcr.
In 1938, John lound on his own l'a nico po,ckct of gold pnd I built this house."
Thc DcMoria horns stands today on Lows Succt ln downtown Forgsthill.

I askcd him if hc kncw the identity of the oldest home.in town,.He thgught it was
the big, two-story house on ths corner of Gold and Lows Sueeu. Hc said his 1861
map of thc town shows it os thc William Forest house. He'd heard from old timers it
was thc first house crectcd in thc new [own, afrcr it was moved from under the
ridgetop, On thc morning alter thc first night Fonest slcpt in his relocatcd home, he
looked out his bedroom wintlow, saw a deer where the Foresthill Lodge now strnds,
and shot it. Supposcdly, Mr. Forest was responsible for naming the town.

I askcd, "how did Racetrack Succt gets its nome?" His reply was
"They
uscd to conduct horse races on it, but that was before my timc. At
immediats.
the Red Point Minc, therc was a horse named Rcd Point Billy used for pulling loaded
orc ca$ out o[ tirc tunncl. This animal was quitc a character. If he was left out alone,
he'd hidc in a sidc tunncl, thcn hc'd sncak ouside somehow and hide in the woods.
When they wcnt looking lor him he'd run right over them.
"John,"

"Somc miners thought he might do good in a race so they put him up against a
sleek pony - and Billy won, Thc miners bet heavily bnhim'so thel'Won bigl'"""""-".,,
John recollectcd that most stsgecoach banditry occuned before his time. He callef,
onc a tragcdy, ''Thcrc was an old man lived down at the river named Bullard, He used
to ride with the stages lor onc rcason or ano$er, Onc time it was held up by a bandit
and Bullard and his son wcre ordercd out of the stage and lett behind.

"Latcr, thc ctlmpany scnt an armed guard down to the place and hc mistook the
two mcn as the robbers, He firccl on thcm, killing old man Bullard. Most people
rhought it a misukc, but others believcd that Bullard and his son were the bandits, It
was icportcd that the guord who did thc shooting never sBt by an opcn window again,"
Henry Ford, thc town's blncksmith, died whcn John was a chiltl. He was the auto
manufacturcr's unclc, In the latc 1920s, the Detroit tycoon mude a couple trips here to
visit his rclativcs, Old Hcnry was tho frugll type; he didn't glvo them a dims. If he'd

oftcred one ftcy wouldn't havc takcn it, so ttrcy got along fino.
One cousin, Billy Ford, wcnt back o Detroit with Henry and was handed a soft
job in the Ford plant. Whcn the other workers discovered he was a rclative of thc boss,
,
thcy frowned on Billy. He didn't like it much, so he returned,to,Foreshill. ,
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grandparcnts livcd here, and she often visited them from $acramentp whele she was
roised. John and shs mct at 0 dance in Foreshill, They had a son and a doughter.
Mildrcd DcMaria still lives in tho house that gold built on lower Lowc Slreet,
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